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People love to shop. For a long time, the only way to shop was to go out and pay for your purchase in-person at a store or market.Today, the time between desire and a product being delivered to our door is remarkably small. And companies like Amazon are looking to make that process even shorter with drones to shorten that delivery time to
minutes.But online shopping isn't the only online market facing disruption. The way you pay for things is also transforming. Apple and Google have both made payments a central part of their respective mobile platforms. Now, with Apple Pay on the Apple Watch, shopping is as easy as a wave of your wrist.Startups are also looking to this space and
bringing innovations of their own. Here are some of the startups that are going to change the way you shop:Camfind--Unleashing the power of visual searchAlmost everyone has experienced this--you're out enjoying your day and you see something that just need to buy. It might be the latest tech gadget, an amazing pair of shoes, or maybe just a
quirky nicknack that will look great decorating your house. You can always ask what the item is, or simply try and buy it right there and then. But what if there was a Google for the real world that let you search for an item just by taking a photo with your phone?That's the promise of visual search, and it is one of the holy grails of tech development.
It's a simple idea. Just grab your phone, snap a picture of whatever item you want to identify, and instantly see the results.Enter Camfind, which has built a powerful visual search engine that provides results 100 percent of the time. It already has more than 1,500 developers using its API, CloudSight, to add visual search to their apps, including five of
the top 10 North American retailers.The company says that its API will save potential partners, especially retailers, the time and resources needed to develop a similar technology. Beyond that, Camfind already has 11 pending patents on its tech.Cimagine--Augmented reality to make shopping easierOne of the most challenging aspects of online
shopping is imagining what the item will look like in-person--especially for physical items such as clothes or furniture. What if you could simply hold up your phone, tablet, or (in the future) smart glasses and see what the item would look like in your living room?That is precisely the technology that Cimagine has developed. The company recently
teamed up with U.K. online retailer Shop Direct and rolled out what it said was the largest proof-of-concept AR deployment ever.Of course, AR technology has been promised for quite some time. But Cimagine is different since it doesn't need any markers or codes to work. It can simply use the camera on your device to scan a room and create a
realistic AR experience.This means it is a much more flexible solution and is easier to implement for Cimagine's partners. It also allows a more seamless experience for consumers--they just need a phone or a tablet with a camera and they can imagine the item in their own home.Sling--A mobile payment solution for the smallest businessesAnalysts
have been predicting that mobile payments are going to revolutionize the way you pay for things for a while now. But many of these solutions are intended for companies that have already implemented credit card payments.Sling is trying to bring mobile credit card payments to micromerchants--businesses so small they might not even have a store or
office--with a solution that they hope will mimic the frictionlessness of cash. The idea is to combine the power of a mobile app with the tangible element of cash.Sling gives merchants a simple bracelet with a code that connects directly to their account. Additionally, merchants can also receive stickers that they can place on their wares.For end users,
they only have to share their credit details with Sling via its mobile app, and not with an unknown merchant. When they want to pay for something, they just open up the Sling app, scan the code on the bracelet or sticker, and make their payment.The company hopes this will translate into a seamless process for both sides. It gives a trustworthy
solutions to buyers, and it means that micromerchants won't need the resources of a larger business to purchase equipment. The company is still in testing and hasn't implemented a wide roll-out of its technology yet.Shopping and commerce are an ever-changing landscape. Smaller startups like these will have a significant role to play serving niche
markets and taking risks to bring new technologies to the mainstream. Companies that don't take advantage of emerging technologies risk being left behind.What technologies do you believe will shake up the shopping experience? Let me know in the comments. Google Play Store (Image credit: Android Central) Google allowing more gambling apps
into the Google Play Store.15 new country stores will soon be able to feature the gambling apps.These new changes will take effect on March 1, 2021.If you've been waiting on a way to win some quick cash from the convenience of your Android phone (or lose it just as quickly), your wait may soon be over. It appears that Google is set to allow "real"
gambling apps in the Google Play Store in 15 new countries early this year, including in the United States.According to an article on 9to5Google, the change is set to take effect on March 1 of this year. Developers will have to follow a strict set of guidelines, including rating their apps as "Adult Only," complying with local, regional, and national laws
and standards. The app developers also must possess a valid gambling license for each country, state, or territory in which their app is distributed, and the app cannot use the in-app Google Play billing system.The Google Play Store already permitted such apps in Brazil, France, Ireland, and the United Kingdom. This new policy change will see such
apps brought to Australia, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Romania, Spain, Sweden, and the United States.Previously, users in the U.S. and other regions where gambling apps were not available on the Google Play Store would have to sideload apps directly from gambling websites,
which was not always the safest nor most secure method. Now that these apps will undergo greater scrutiny by Google, and can be removed if they are found in violation of Google's terms.Of course, gambling apps are not the only fun games to play on your phone. We've compiled a growing list of the best Android games that you can play, and many
are free or low-cost, so you don't have to worry about losing tons of your hard-earned money. Just be sure you're playing them on one of the best gaming phones! October 7Apple's latest mainstream iPhone models come in two sizes with A15 chip, car crash detection, satellite connectivity, and more. iPhone 14 is available now, while iPhone 14 Plus
launches on October 7. When Carrotmob organized its first buy-in at a liquor store in San Francisco’s Mission District in 2008, it touched off a movement around the world. Since then the company has backed some 250 campaigns run by nonprofits, schools, and even city councils in 20 different countries in which mobs of people shop at small
businesses–coffee shops, restaurants, ice cream parlors–that agreed to invest the profits in environmentally friendly improvements. Now Carrotmob has brought its cause consumerism to a global scale, first with a campaign with Thanksgiving Coffee and then, announced last week, a partnership with Unilever, which will combine Carrotmob’s
understanding of innovative sustainability supporting campaigns with Unilever’s massive market power.“There’s always been this sense that someday we can go bigger and bigger and bigger,” says founder Brent Schulkin. “When we’ve done stuff in the past we weren’t dealing with global supply chains. Thanksgiving is big enough that it has big
company issues.” Here’s the deal: If shoppers bought $150,000 in coffee through the Carrotmob website, Thanksgiving Coffee would have made initial investments in a sail-powered container ship (the first of its kind for a coffee company) that would help it cut the amount of oil it burns to bring beans to its roastery in Fort Bragg, California.
Carrotmob didn’t meet their sales goal, but the funds raised will still go to clean-burning cook stoves for the communities that grow the roaster’s coffee.We’ve shown that with 1,000 mobbers you can change a small business in your community. And now we want to see, what if you have 5,000, 10,000, 20,000?The partnership with the coffee company
came about when Schulkin asked Thanksgiving Coffee if there was a project they dreamed of doing, but never found economically viable. They floated the sailboat concept. “I thought that idea was so awesome,” he says, “and I convinced them that they could go for it if we spent enough money.” It’s the same idea that informs Carrotmob’s small
projects, which are still ongoing–campaigns are coming up in Hungary, Belgium, and Sweden–just on a much larger scale. “We’ve shown that with 1,000 mobbers you can change a small business in your community,” says Schulkin. “And now we want to see, what if you have 5,000, 10,000, 20,000? And then after we do that, what happens when we
get 100,000 or a million people and then 50 million people?”That’s the motivation behind the new partnership with Unilever, the world’s third largest seller of consumer packaged goods, with over 400 different brands. And while Carrotmob sees the cooperation as an opportunity to make an impact on a global scale, for Unilever it’s a marketing win: a
way to authentically build environmental credibility and engage with customers. “We of course started this as an advocacy thing and that’s still what drives us and our community,” says Schulkin. “But we’re learning that while we see it as advocacy they see it as the future of cause marketing and so we’re really excited that this match up seems to
work for both sides.”
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